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herited diseases, and even the early chapters 
assume knowledge and understanding of a wide 
range of biochemical terms and concepts. This is 
not designed to be a textbook from which the stu- 
dent can expect to learn all he/she needs to know 
either about the diseases described or the 
biochemistry underlying them, but the book is like- 
ly to achieve its main aim by demonstrating clearly 
and concisely to preclinical medical students how 
necessary for them is a sound knowledge of the 
language and fundamentals of biochemistry. The 
book is to be welcomed as a valuable succesor to 
the first edition. 
R. Booth 
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During the past decade, the significance of pro- 
teolysis in the regulation of intracellular protein 
turnover and the processing of peptide hormones 
and precursor proteins has begun to be understood 
and the information gained has expanded what 
was already known about extracellular proteolytic 
systems and digestion within the gastrointestinal 
tract. A variety of pathological conditions are 
associated with disorders of these proteolytic pro- 
cesses and since it appears that wherever a pro- 
teinase is found in nature, there too is a specific in- 
hibitor to control the enzyme, considerable atten- 
tion is now being focussed on the balances that ex- 
ist between proteinases and their inhibitors. 
When the previous edition of this treatise was 
published ten years ago, just over 100 pages suf- 
ficed to give ample coverage to proteinases. The 
present edition of an entire volume of 558 pages 
testifies to the proliferation of the field. 
This is not solely a laboratory manual, however. 
While it certainly does contain the wealth of prac- 
tical information and advice that one would ex- 
pect, it is also liberally sprinkled with many of 
those little details that are frequently so necessary 
but which can never quite be found, e.g. whether 
a certain inhibitor really does interact with a par- 
ticular enzyme and if so, what is the Ki and under 
what conditions. 
There are four sections within the volume. Each 
is prefaced by an introductory overview and these 
succeed in enhancing the attraction of the presen- 
tation considerably. In a marvellous introduction 
to the general chapter on Proteinases and their In- 
hibitors, Fritz, Seemuller and Tschesche somehow 
manage to condense in 20 pages almost every fact 
that has ever been considered about proteinases 
and their inhibitors in health and disease. Similar- 
ly, an excellent review precedes the section on the 
proteinases of the blood coagulation system 
together with the plasma inhibitors involved in its 
regulation. The complement system is then 
dissected with the classical and alternative 
pathways together with the activation and inactiva- 
tion mechanisms of the 19 participating proteins 
described in the introductory chapter. A section on 
peptidases completes the volume. 
Although the price is probably somewhat expen- 
sive for individual pockets, this is surely a volume 
that will soon be found on the shelves of every 
library whose clientele includes biochemists, 
clinical chemists, chemical pathologists and prob- 
ably many others besides. 
John Kay 
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